SCKIPTURB  DOCTRINE  Or CEEATIOH,

is said to be ephemeral, compared with the J
a species. Thus there is no reason to suppose5
the creed of a creation, the first conclusion of
mankind, to "be nearer the truth than this
faulty conclusion of a reasoning ephemeron
concerning individual men.

This argument from fairyland against the
Christian doctrine of creation is ephemeral in
every sense. With the first breath of deeper
reflection its insect life disappears. It rests on
six or seven assumptions, all equally ground-
less; that reasoning ephemera, being wiser
than philosophers and divines, would all reason
in one way, and reach the same conclusion;
that their reasonings on a higher and more
permanent race, not on their own, are parallel
to man's reasonings on himself and a thousand
inferior and more short-lived races; that the
experience of an individual insect is parallel to
the cumulative knowledge of a hundred gene-
rations of mankind; that ten thousand species,
only known to us as co-existing with man for
some thousands of years, may be assumed, with-
out evidence, to have lasted twenty thousand
tifces longer than he; that tbie life of a species,
whigji has no apparent limit but foreign vio-
lence, answers strictly to the life of an indivi-
dual, which has laws fixed by a large experience;